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HISTORY OF THE TRANS-
SIBERIAN RAILWAY 



1891 - 1916 















TRANS-SIBERIAN 
RAILROAD 

• GREATEST 
ENGINEERING FEAT OF 
ITS TIME 
• 9,288 KILOMETERS / 5,771 

MILES 
• WORLD'S LONGEST 

RAILROAD AT THAT TIME 



4 TRANS-SIBERIAN 
ROUTES 

•  TRANS-SIBERIAN (MOSCOW – 
VLADIVOSTOK) 

•  TRANS-MANCHURIAN (MOSCOW – 
VLADIVOSTOK, NOW BEIJING) 

•  TRANS-MONGOLIAN (MOSCOW – 
ULAAN BAATAR – BEJING) 

•  B-A-M (TAISHET – SOVIETSKY 
GAVAN (PACIFIC OCEAN) 





TRANS-SIBERIAN 
RAILROAD TRAVEL 

TIMES 
• 1900:  14 – 16 DAYS 

(MOSCOW – 
VLADIVOSTOK) 
• 2014: 7 DAYS (MOSCOW 

– VLADIVOSTOK) 



DINING ON THE 
TRANS-SIBERIAN 

RAILROAD 
THE EARLY YEARS: 

1890s 



FOOD SOURCES 
• FOODS BROUGHT FROM 

HOME 
• STATION RESTAURANTS 

& BUFFETS 
• PLATFORM VENDORS 













TRANS-SIBERIAN 
DINING 

1900 – WORLD 
WAR I 















TWO KINDS OF LUXURY 
TRAINS TRAINS DESIGNED 

TO ATTRACT FOREIGN 
TRAVELERS 

 
BELGIAN WAGONS-LITS 

TRAINS 
RUSSIAN STATE EXPRESS 

TRAINS 





EARLY TRANS-SIBERIAN 
TRAINS 





















EARLY SOVIET 
PERIOD: 1917 - 1945 

REVOLUTION, CIVIL 
WAR, RAPID 

INDUSTRIALIZATION, 
WORLD WAR II 



CIVIL WAR 1918 - 1922 













…SOME BETTER 
TRAINS HAD NICER 

DINING CARS TO 
ATTRACT FOREIGN 

TRAVELERS IN 1930s 







RAILROAD FOOD 
SERVICES 

•  FULL-SERVICE DINING CARS ON 
SOME TRAINS ("INTERNATIONAL 
TRAINS") 

•  FOOD-SERVICE VARIED 
CONSIDERABLY DEPENDING ON 
TYPE OF TRAIN 

•  PASSENGERS ALSO BROUGHT 
THEIR OWN FOOD OR BOUGHT 
FOOD FROM PLATFORM VENDORS 



WORLD WAR II 











POST-WORLD WAR 
II 
1945 – 
1999 

LATER 
SOVIET& 

EARLY POST- 
SOVIET 

PERIOD 







RUSSIAN DINING 
CARS 

• SEATED 48 PEOPLE 
• SMALL GALLEY AT ONE 

END OF DINING CAR 
• STAFF:  COOK, WAITER/

WAITRESS, BUSBOY 



DINING CAR MENUS 
• OFTEN 10 PAGES LONG, 

WITH MANY DISHES 
LISTED 
• SELDOM HAD MORE 

THAN 1 OR 2 CHOICES  
• FOOD QUALITY 

GENERALLY POOR 
("MYSTERY MEAT") 



















TRANS-SIBERIAN 
RAILROAD DINING 

 
21st CENTURY 











TRAIN STATION 
BUFFETS 







DINING CARS 



FOOD SERVICE 
• PROVIDED BY PRIVATE 

CONCESSIONAIRES 
• VARIES ACCORDING TO 

VENDOR & PARTICULAR 
TRAIN 
• SOME FULL-SERVICE 

DINING, SOME ONLY 
PACKAGED FOODS 















DINING CAR PRICES - 
2014 

  4-COURSE MEAL CAN 
COST FROM $20 TO $45 
(NOT INCLUDING DRINKS) 
IN A FULL-SERVICE DINING 
CAR 



NEW DINING OPTION 

• TICKET "WITH SERVICES" 
•  INCLUDES LIGHT 

BREAKFAST & COOKED 
DINNER SERVED IN 
PASSENGER'S SLEEPING 
CABIN OR IN DINING CAR 











PLATFORM 
VENDORS 

















SPECIAL LUXURY 
TRAINS 

•  PRIVATE 
CHARTER 
TRAINS 

•  POST-SOVIET 
ERA: 1990s - 
PRESENT 



4 PRIVATE TRAIN 
COMPANIES 

•  OPERATE ON TRANS-SIBERIAN 
ROUTE 

•  REFURBISHED SOVIET-ERA VIP 
CARS & NEWLY BUILT CARS 
(NOSTALGIA) 

•  ALL-INCLUSIVE TOURS 

•  PRICES / PERSON: $6,000 - 
$34,000 FOR 12 - 18 DAY TOURS 
(INCLUDING FOOD & DRINKS) 

 



LUXURY DINING 
TODAY 



GOLDEN EAGLE TRANS-
SIBERIAN EXPRESS 









GOLDEN EAGLE TRAIN 

•  ONLY COMPLETELY "EN SUITE" 
PRIVATE TRAIN IN RUSSIA 
•  NEW $25 MILLION TRAIN (2007) 
•  OPERATES ON ENTIRE TRANS-

SIBERIAN ROUTE (MOSCOW – 
VLADIVOSTOK) 
•  MOST EXPENSIVE TRAIN TOUR 



































































































CONCLUSION 
• COMING 

FULL 
CIRCLE 
• PLUS ÇA 

CHANGE… 





ПРИЯТНОГО 
АППЕТИТА! 

 
 BON APPÉTIT! 


