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Key Themes 
    
 US-Japan Connections Through  
Tea & Railways 
 Lens of Railroads to: 
1) Highlight How International  
Ties Shaped Japanese 
Consumption 
2) Long-held Idea of Sophistication of 
Green Tea in United States  

 

 



	  United	  States	  &	  Green	  Tea	  

  Preference	  Develops	  after	  1800	  
  Continues	  as	  US	  Ships	  Bring	  Back	  Green	  Tea	  
from	  Canton	  	  	  

Boston Tea Party (1773) View of Canton circa 1800 



Japan’s Adoption of 
Western Practices 
 
 Following Meiji Restoration 

(1868) 
 Range of Western Models 

Chosen  
 Development of Tea Export  
Industry 



New Production Areas & Producers 
  Shizuoka: New Production Area 
 
 
 
  
 
                       

Shizuoka Tea Field, circa 1920  
Shizuoka Prefecture 



Growth of Japan’s Tea Exports 

  1873:  17.5 million pounds 
  1878:  28 million pounds   
  1881:  42 million pounds  
  1895-1920: 30-40 million pounds annually 

   Of Japan’s Total Tea Exports:  70-90% to United 
States 

  Up to 80% of all Tea Produced Exported 
 



Growth of Japan’s 
Railways 

1)  First line established 
between Yokohama & Tokyo 
(1870s) 
 2) Later Development of 
National Railways & Private 
Lines 
3) Nationalization in 1907  



 First Decades of Japanese 
 Trains 

 Initially Japanese Railways 
Offered Little Service,  

   Passengers Packed in Drab  
 Carriages 

 Key in bringing about change: 
KINOSHITA Yoshio  
 Follows US models 



Development of Dining Cars 

  Introduced in 1899, style of US cars 

 1st Class Dining Cars—Western-Style 
Meals 

    Including Black Tea & Coffee 

 2nd & 3rd Class Dining Cars—
Japanese Fare 

Japanese Dining Car c. 1935 



Most	  Widespread	  Methods	  of	  Tea	  
Consumption	  

	  
	  
1)	  First	  Tea	  Sold	  in	  1889	  in	  Shizuoka	  
Rail	  Station	  
2)	  Tea	  Sold	  in	  Small	  Earthen	  Pots,	  
Soon	  Became	  National	  Trend	  
3)	  Pots	  Became	  Souvenirs	  of	  Region	  	  	  
4)	  Contained	  Lower	  Grade	  Green	  Tea	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  



Individual	  Tea	  Servings	  (1920s	  &	  	  1930s)	  



Individual	  Tea	  on	  Trains	  after	  2000	  	  

Individual Brewing Container (2008) Pet Bottles  



Changing	  US	  Regional	  Tastes	  for	  
Tea	  

  1880s:	  East	  Coast	  Consumes	  More	  Oolong	  
Tea	  (from	  Taiwan)	  

  Black	  Tea	  from	  India	  &	  Ceylon	  Begins	  to	  
Enter	  US	  Market	  in	  1890s	  

	  



Tea Diversity in Chicago  

Leland Hotel, Chicago 
1885 



Chicago and Midwest Green 
Tea Consumption 

•	  



Green vs. Black Tea 
 Columbian Exposition (1893)  

Ceylon Tea House  

Japanese Tea 
Gardens 



Black Tea & National Brands 

Ye Olde McCormick Tea House, c. 1925 

McCormick Model Store c. 1925  



Luxury	  In	  Flight	  



Great	  Lakes	  Steamships	  	  

1949 





Chicago & Western Rail 
Networks 



1954 Menu 
 
 

Tea Varieties Available: 
Oolong, Young Hyson & 
Orange Pekoe  



1962 Menu Great 
Northwestern Railway 



Conclusions	  

Reciprocal	  Influences	  in	  US	  &	  Japan	  
Tea	  Consumption	  
 US	  Market	  for	  Japanese	  Teas	  Shapes	  the	  
Consumption	  of	  Tea	  on	  Railways	  (and	  overall)	  
 	  United	  States:	  Arena	  of	  Competition	  for	  Tea	  
Market	  in	  late	  19th	  and	  early	  20th	  centuries	  
 Tea	  Consumption	  of	  Railways	  Demonstrates	  
Tenacious	  Preference	  for	  Green	  Teas	  	  


